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PARENTS’ SENIOR SAC STATE SAYS 
CANCER DRIVES DANCERS PAGE 8 
GOLFER OF THE CHOREOGRAPH 
YEAR FAREWELL 
PAGE 15 CONCERT 
PAGE 16 
he Sacramento State baseball team 
t of th In its seri 
ee Se te cee CAMPUS MOURNS: Members of the cam- 
against CSU Bakersfield over the week- ; 
ee pus community are mourning the loss of Sac- 
end at John Smith Field. Follow us 
ramento State student Isaiah Alexander, who 
(@SH_Sports and @TheStateHornet for ; 
live-tweeting from similar sporting and other campus died Saturday of renal medullary catcmoma, 
ae S a rare form of cancer that attacks the kidneys. 
ee, He was 27. Alexander was the vice president of 
the Black Student Union, which held a special 
meeting in his memory last night in the Uni- 
Hornet Racing is an engineering club versity Union. Alexander was the subject of a 
that designs and builds a formula style profile in ‘The State Hornet last December in 
racecar each year for an intercollegiate which he discussed his battle with the aggressive 
competition held by the Society of Auto- cancer that typically does not show symptoms 
motive Engineers. Go to YouTube.com/StateHornet until the advanced stage. Christine Hunter, the 
for more videos about student activities. president of the BSU, said Monday that she 
will remember Alexander as being “positive, in 
spite of everything.” “He was a sensitive, caring, 
loving person who talked to everyone,” Hunter 
A#P Oe ay last week featured said. “You never knew he was in pain. He was 
Sac State s first Black F amily Day in passionate about uniting the black community 
the Main Quad on April 29. The event on this campus.” 
included live music, food trucks, step and 
stroll dance-offs, as well as performances from mem- 
bers of African-American sorority Zeta Phi Beta. Use 
the same hashtag to give us a glimpse into your day To stay up to date witha? 
and follow us @StateHornet for more photo features. 
go to statehornet.com/news 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OPINION EDITOR DESIGN EDITOR 
Barbara Harvey Claire Morgan Rin Carbin 3 CORRECTIONS 
ealtor @sigienorne’.corn Claire. michelle.morgan@gmail.com _ rin.carbin@gmail.com In Volume 71, Issue 27 of The State Hornet, the following corrections are listed: 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF CULTURE EDITOR VIDEO EDITOR herr less ee es 
John Ferrannini Lanea Florence Sami Soto On page 17, Katherine Axiak’s name is misspelled “Axial” in a photo caption. 
editor@statehornet.com culture@statehornet.com Samijosoto@gmail.com 
On page 20, koi fish is misspelled “cot” in a photo caption. 
DIGITAL EDITOR _ PHOTOEDITOR FACULTY ADVISER 
Vu Chau Matthew Dyer Stu VanAirsdale We regret these errors. 
vkchau2020@gmail.com enjoyablezebra@gmail.com stvcsus@gmail.com 
NEWS EDITOR . COPY EDITOR ADVERTISING 
Kameron Schmid Will Moon INQUIRIES 
news@statehornet.com williamtmoon18@gmail.com ads@statehornet.com Cover image by Pierce Grohosky 
SPORTS EDITOR DESIGN EDITOR ALL VIEWS EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE HORNET AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OF THE SACRAMENTO STATE JOURNALISM PROGRAM, THE COMMUNICATIONS 
Angel Guerrero Pierce Grohosky PibSSON OFTHE STATE HORNET. READERS NO NCTICE EDR THE SE HORT HY SEND CORRECTIONS TOES ORBIT SER 
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acramento State is dotted with 
construction projects, plagued 
by difficult parking, rising tu- 
ition, rising rent prices in the 
surrounding area and awaiting 





a tobacco ban. 

But how much have the day-to-day re- 
alities of being a student at Sac State really 
changed in the past several decades? 

As Sac State approaches its 70th anni- 


THROWBACK THURSDAY 


Penee ne 


A PEEK AT THE SAC STATE OF YESTERYEAR AS THE 
SCHOOL APPROACHES ITS 70TH ANNIVERSARY 


versary, we went to the university archives 
and reviewed old editions of The State 
Hornet to find out what has changed and _less 
what has stayed the same, focusing on the Sac State had only 44 
first three decades of the school’s existence. courses when it opened and there were 
We found that although parking was still 


only about 3 percent of what it is now. 
But the opportunities you would’ve got- 
ten for the s 





expensive mid-century, tuition in 1947 was _ has since done away with. 
Housing was cheaper than at present, _ life at Sac State used to be like. 


same amount of money were — people smoking indoors. 


particular rules for women that the school So join us in the 


The State Hornet 





time machine as we look at what 


but you'd probably have to put up with 


Why FEWER MAJORS OLTERED 


When Sac State first opened in 1947, classes were 
held on the campus of Sacramento City Collegeand 
students were only allowed.torenroll after completing 
60 units (or its equivalent) at a community college. 

At the time, Sac State only offered 44 courses and 
11 major or minor programs, which included En- 
elish, education, business administration and home 
economics. 

However, the school did provide courses for peo- 
ple who intended on going to medical or law school 
after they completed their undergraduate work. 

The classes offered at the three systems of higher 
education in California — the California State Uni- 
versity (then called the California State Colleges), 
the University of California and,thesCalifornia 
Community Colleges=="were intended by the Cali- 
fornia Master Plan for Higher Education to remain 


clearly demarcated. 

The UC was to be focused on academic research 
and professional-track coursework in fields such as 
law and medicine, and accepted students from the 
top one-eighth of high school graduating classes. 
Only UC schools could issue doctorates. 

The CSU and community colleges, on the oth- 
er hand, were to be focused on preparing a larger 
number of students for other professional work and 
trades. The CSU system accepted from the top third 
of high school graduating classes. 

Over time, the lines between, thessystems blurred. 
For example, Sae»State was allowed to issue doc- 
torates starting in 1999 and California has allowed 
some community colleges to issue bachelor’s degrees. 

Sac State eventually moved to its current location 


at 6000 J St. in 1952. 
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The CSU Board of Trustees voted to increase 
tuition for in-state undergraduates in April by 
$270 annually to $5,742. 

When Sac State first opened in 1947, the tu- 
ition fee for students taking more than six units 
was was only $13 per year ($137.80 in 2017 dol- 
lars), plus $11 for student services fees ($116.60 
in 2017 dollars), according to the course catalog. 

California’s public colleges charged minimal 





into law in 1960. 

As a much greater share of the general popu- 
lation went to college, however, the state began to 
charge more expensive “enrollment fees.” 

In 1965, the federal government began to 
guarantee student loans from banks and by 1982, 
the CSU was charging enrollment fees of $441 
per year ($1,100.47 in 2017 dollars), according to 
a contemporary article in The New York Times. 
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AUATLON Widks DIRE CHEAP 


fees for decades. The principle that the state 


should pay for student instructional costs was 
enshrined in the Master Plan, which was signed ' 





ees 
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Women were not only restricted in housing, but 
also in dress. 
66 ree 1CGACc rte o ‘ ‘ 
Women wear cotton dresses, skirts, sweaters, 
suits and flats,” according to the 1950:-Herky Hand- 
book. “You will-need rainy day clothes too.” 


And we all know where it went from there. 





The first parking fee at Sac State -was"imple- 


mented in 1960 at.$13($108.17 in 2017 dollars) 
a semester for students taking more than six units, 
according to the course catalog, Motorcycles were 
charged at $3.25 ($27.04 in 2017 dollars). 

For the first several years of the campus, stu- 
dents parked on nearby streets, according to Julie 
Thomas, an archivist at the department of special 
collections and university archives. 

The high cost isn’t the only thing that hasn’t 
changed about parking at Sac State. 

A September 1979 issue of The State Hornet 
reported that enough people were not buying park- 
ing decals or parking illegally that the schoolimple- 
mented a $10 ($32.68.im-2017 dollars) parking fine 
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—— but even those who bought decals were unable 
to find a place to park. 

“In these first couple of hectic weeks, those 
of us with black decals find arriving at 8:30 a.m. 
and having to park at the end of the lot behind 
the library frustrating,” The State Hornet editorial 
board said. 

Then as now, the school had a proposed solu- 
tion to the parking congestion. 

“We hope to have 100 carpools by the end of 
September,” said John Self, then-assistant director 
of accounting services;“It’s a good deal because 
(carpools) get priority parking and a discount on 


the decal.” —_—__ 


—— 


— 


Sac State didn’t have residence halls at first, 
but the 1959-60 course catalog states that the 
school would help students find nearby, affordable 
housing. 

A catalog of index cards in the dean of students’ 
office specified the apartmentsand'residences that 
the school.approved of. 

While men could live wherever they wanted, 
“women students who are not living at home” had 


to live in one of the “college-approved quarters” 
unless her parents signed a permission slip. The 
rooms available on the school’s list ranged:ifi price 
from $15 ($124.81an 2017 dollars) to $40 ($332.82 
in 2017 dollars) per month. a 

Once residence halls were implemented, wom- 
en who lived there and wanted to leave for the 
weekend had to obtain her parent’s permission, 
according to Thomas. 
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PARKING 
SURVIVAL 








EVERYTHING YOU NEED T0 KNOW T0 
SURVIVE FALL'S DOWNSIZED PARKING 


Rin Carbin 
@ss_horo 





With the closure of about 1,200 spaces and the push for students to buy an $87 Ramona 
Lot parking permit by limiting how many regular parking permits are sold, next semester 
promises even more campus congestion. Check out our guide to the coming changes. 


1. LOT 11 


Parking Lot 11 will be con- 
verted from student parking 
to Residence Hall parking. 


2. ROUNDABOUT 


A roundabout will be 
installed in summer along 
Arboretum Way to speed 
up traffic. 


3. LOT 1 


Parking Lot | will have its 
student and faculty parking 
spots permanently closed 
and replaced by Parking 
Structure V. 











4. BIKE RACKS 


UTAPS will be updat- 
ing and expanding bike 
racks around campus. 
The yellow bike lockers 
in Parking Lot 4 will 

be relocated to Sinclair 


Road. 


5. PSI 


Parking Structure I will 
have about 800 student 
parking spaces replaced 
with disabled and faculty 
parking. 


6. LOT 4 


Parking Lot 4 will be 
closed permanently and 
replaced with Science II. 











7. RAMONA LOT 


Ramona Lot will reopen 
in the fall semester — 
with a new price, new 
shuttles and new hours. 





The final 
UTAPS 
information 
session will 


be held May 


10 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the 
Sequoia room 
of the Union. 
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Faculty/Staff Lot 1 i > 


ARM WOVE OW 





The State Hornet 


Map courtesy of UTAPS 


ES OR I LT, OT LL I LALIT LLL IE LO A OS TT. OL LONE! OLA T B eA OO Ne CT eg ps 


etme 





www.StateHornet.com 


_—_ 


CL LL SST A LC LEE i a tiga tai 





7 


‘Traffic and parking will be vastly 
different next semester due to cam- 
pus construction — Sacramento 
State President Robert Nelsen de- 
scribed a traffic “nightmare,” with 
“big slabs” of precast concrete for 
building Parking Structure V, Sci- 
ence II and the Union expansion 
project. But UTAPS has proposed 
numerous ideas, including pushing 
for students to park in Ramona Lot 
and introducing ride-hailing app 
ZimRide to facilitate carpooling. 


LIMITED ON-CAMPUS PARKING PERMITS 


University ‘Transportation and 
Parking Services (UTAPS) plans to 
sell a limited number of on-campus 
parking permits due to the lower 
amount of available on-campus 
parking. 

“It feels unfair to sell the same 
number of permits (for) fewer park- 
ing spots,” UTAPS Director Tony 
Lucas said. 

However, Lucas said there may 
not be a need to limit the number 
of on-campus parking permits if 
enough Ramona Lot parking per- 
mits are purchased — about 1,000 
to cover the approximately 1,200 


student parking spaces lost on 
campus. 

If not enough students buy Ra- 
mona Lot parking permits and the 
number of on-campus parking per- 
mits sold is limited, exceptions will 
be made for “compelling reasons,” 
such as students with children or 
jobs who can’t wait for a shuttle, 
Lucas said. 

Parking permit purchases begin 
in August, but Ramona Lot parking 


permits will be on sale earlier. 


RAMONA LOT 





Ramona Lot, located almost 
two miles south of Hornet Stadi- 
um, will reopen in the fall semester 
ee - with a new price, new shuttles 
and new hours. 

The price for a Ramona Lot 
parking permit, which does not 
grant parking rights anywhere else 
but Ramona, will be $87 — half 
the cost of a regular student park- 
ing permit. 

‘To handle the expected influx of 
new and returning students using 
Ramona Lot, Lucas said UTAPS 
plans to have four shuttles opera- 
tional to take students between Ra- 


mona Lot and campus on day one 
of the fall semester. 

Two of the shuttles will be pro- 
vided by a private contractor. As 
of press time, a contractor has not 
been chosen, but two bids ranging 
from $75 per hour to $150 per 
hour have been sent in, according 
to Lucas. ‘The shuttles will likely be 
the same size as the current Hornet 
Shuttles, which can hold 23 sitting 
people, or larger. 

“I don’t want to open (Ramona 
Lot) and have two shuttles that may 
be just fine but may not be enough. 
What [Id rather do when we first 
open up is overkill it by having like 
four shuttles out there, then I can 
scale back on the shuttles based 
on the demand,” Lucas said. “I’m 
thinking forward trying to make 
sure students aren’t sitting around 
waiting for a shuttle — because 
that’s the thing that’s going to kill 
this.” 

Initial hours- for Ramona Lot 
will be 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Howev- 
er, the times may be adjusted to be 
shorter or longer based on usage of 
the parking lot, according to Lucas. 
Students who find their car behind 
a locked Ramona Lot gate can 


phone campus police to unlock the 
gate for them. 

Ramona Lot will be a mostly 
gravel lot with lighting powered by 
solar panels, similar to Parking Lot 
9 by Napa Hall and Modoc Hall. 

Ramona Lot currently has 258 
parking spaces, but about 780 more 
will be added. 

About $300,000 will be spent to 
clean up, install lighting and hire 
patrol for Ramona Lot during the 
semester. 

There are no plans to keep 
Ramona Lot open once Parking 
Structure V opens. In the past, Ra- 
mona Lot has been opened during 
periods of less available parking 
due to construction or renovation 
on campus. University Enterprises 
Inc. originally bought Ramona Lot 
for staff and faculty housing. 


RIDE-HAILING SERVICE 





The ‘Transportation Advisory 
Committee (TAC) of UTAPS ap- 
proved the ride-hailing service Zim- 
Ride on April 5, and will be paying 
$9,000 per year for a license. 

ZimRide, owned by Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car and founded by the 


same people who founded Lyft, is 
intended to offer Sac State students 
a medium to arrange carpools in a 
fashion similar to ride-hailing apps 
Uber and Lyft. 

However, Sac State students can 
only match up with another. stu- 
dents from Sac State, instead of the 
general pool of drivers that Uber 
and Lyft operate with. 

Lucas said that he hopes stu- 
dents will use the service to connect 
with other students and carpool to 
school to ease traffic congestion, 
open more parking spots and re- 
duce environmental impact. 

Currently, ZimRide is used in 10 
schools in the CSU and UC systems 
—— CSU Long Beach is the only 
CSU to use ZimRide, but all UCs 
except UC Berkeley use ZimRide. 

While not an app, ZimRide will 
be part of the Sac State app along 
with PayByPhone,. which allows 
students to purchase parking per- 
mits online and DoubleMap, which 
allows students to monitor where 
Hornet Shuttles are. 

Lucas expects the ride-hailing 
service to be available in time for 
the fall semester. 


College Town Apartments 


A welcoming Student Family community in a great location! 


We are accepting applications for low-income families 
for our 2BD and 3BD townhouses. 


Rents start at... 


Please call us for more information 916-383-5943 


7725 College Town Dr. 
Sacramento, CA 95826 


Open Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm (lunch I pm-2pm) 


$695/2BD 
$895/3BD 


Or visit us at 


Saturday 10am-2pm 


/ College Town 
Apartments 
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In Sacramento State President Robert Nelsen’s first address to 
the campus in fall 2015, he said that campus space needs to be 








“Would you take weekend classes 
to avoid parking congestion?» 








utilized more effectively — possibly by holding classes all week, ; 2 
even on weekends. We asked students whether they would be By Rin Carbin 
willing to come to campus on a weekend if it meant avoiding @ss_horo 


traffic. Weigh in your favorite social media platform by using the 


hashtag #SacStateSays. 
#SacStateSays 





“| have a Friday class and 





‘aunaaynave arriday) = ee ———___—_—__—_———_ | prefer it. Traftic coming 
class and | do prefer (it). 4 ; to Sacramento isn’t that 
There’s more room for “Honestly, no, because "! take the bus. so-no. Yeah, because | live bad but there’s more 
you to do what you really | like my weekend to Aid | work weekends.” nearby. (And) less traf- parsne fewer people at 
want to do — there’s less be free. | would con- tic would mean less he WELL and the line is 
waiting for parking.” sider it if it’s a very (missed) lights. shorter at Starbucks.” 

important class.” 
- Angel Kidka - Geneva Irons - Dennis Alvarez - Russel Sheridan - Marcella Braun 


Journalism and theater Environmental Science Undeclared Philosophy Liberal studves 
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DOZENS OF WATER SOURCES SHUT OFF AS TESTING CONCLUDES 


Kameron Schmid 
@kameronschmid 





Testing of all of Sacramento 
State’s drinking water sources for 
lead contamination is completely 
finished, and full release of the re- 
sults will be available in a couple of 
weeks, according to Steve Leland, 
the director of environmental 
health and safety. 

Currently, 46 sources that test- 
ed above the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency’s standard of 15 
parts per billion are shut off, along 
with all sources that were shut off 
in January for testing above the 
Food and Drug Administration’s 
bottled water standard of 5 ppb. 

After the results of the tests are 
finalized and ready for release, Sac 
State plumbers will turn back on 


- 


those sources that were above 5 


ppb but below 15 ppb. 
Leland said that the university 


reconsidered its initial decision to 


turn off the sources above 5 ppb af- 












SACRAMENTO 
STATE 


ltl nn 


ter getting more information from 
consultants such as CIH (Califor- 
nia Industrial Hygiene) Services. 

“When we-first got the results 
back in January, we were trying 
to make a determination because 
there is no firm regulation in 
place,” Leland said. 

A limit of below 15 ppb of lead 


contamination in water is the rec- 


~ ommended goal for K-12 schools, 


Leland said, and as children (and 
pregnant mothers) are the most 
susceptible to lead poisoning or 
other effects, that is the standard 
they have chosen to use. 

Jeflery Foran, Sac State depart- 
ment chair and dean of environ- 
mental studies and the university’s 
foremost expert on toxicology, has 
recommended. since his January 
test that the university do what it 
can to follow the California Public 
Health Goal for lead contamina- 
tion, which is currently .2 ppb. 

“(Sac State) has focused solely 
on the 5 part per billion number, 
and at times on the 15 part per 


ll lant nd ee 


SUMMER 
SESSION 


bilion number, neither of which is 
designed to protect public health,” 
Foran said in an earlier interview. 

In the meantime, Sac State is 
working on replacing the fixtures 
of the 46 drinking water sources 
that were found to have lead levels 
above the EPA standard of 15 ppb. 

Leland said that the new fix- 
tures and parts have been ordered 
and will be installed soon. More 
testing will then be done to check 
if replacing the fixtures made a 
difference. 

“The majority of these are sinks 
— conference room sinks, office 
room sinks,” Leland said. “There 
are some that are fountains, but a 


good percentage of these are sinks 


that would not be accessible to stu- 
dents, but would be accessible to 
staff and faculty.” 

Leland said these sinks are 
mainly used for drinking water 
when filling coffee pots or water 
bottles. Rather than turn these 
and other fountains on in separate 
segments, the university will turn 
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Sacramento State has finished testing all drinking water sources on 
campus for lead contamination, and anticipates releasing the results in a 


couple of weeks. 


them all back on at once. 

“We wanted to communicate 
with the campus clearly that if a 
fountain was ready and available, 
it met the EPA standards for drink- 
ing water,” Leland said. 

The delay in finishing the test- 





Sessions 


class listings. 


ing as well as finalizing the results 
was due to the extensive amount 
of separate tests, retests and proce- 
dures, including the sitting period 
that each fountain needed before 
it could be tested under CIH Ser- 


vices’ testing protocol. 





First 6-week session: 
May 30-July 9 


Second 6-week session: 
July 10 —- August 20 


Full 12-week session: 
May 30 — August 20 


Class offerings are subject to change. 
Please check the website for current 
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Herky the Hornet, top, leads the Sacramento State football 
team onto the field against Western Oregon on Sept. 3, 
2016 at Hornet Stadium. Herky the Hornet, left, dances in 
front of the home crowd during halftime at Hornet Stadium. 


Sac State celebrates 70th year of school mascot 


Carlo Marzan 
@SultankoY 





Herky the Hornet is the ev- 
er-present mascot for Sacramen- 
to State and has represented the 
school for the past 70 years. 

But what does Herky mean 
for those who don the costume 
of the muscular wasp? 

The hornet and the elk were 


the two original ideas for the 
school’s mascot, but the latter 
was not considered aggressive 
enough by school officials. So on 
Dec. 5, 1947, Herky the Hornet 
was born. 

There are theories and. folk- 
lore as to what “Herky” stands 
for. Some say it’s short for Her- 
cules, the mythical Greek hero. 
Others have said he’s named af- 
ter the USS Hercules, which saw 


combat in World War II. How- 
ever, Sac State Athletics Direc- 
tor of Marketing and Promotion 
Adam Primas said he isn’t sure if 
any of these ideas are true. 
“People say, ‘It’s folktale, it’s 
legend,’ I don’t correct them,” 
Primas said. “But when I go out 
officially with Herky, I don’t say 
that because I still don’t know 
how he was named for sure.” 
Herky hasn’t always appeared 


the way he does now and has 
gone through many different 
looks over the decades. He has 
been a cheerleader, played var- 
ious sports for the school and 
even split into a male and female 
Herky during the 1950s. 

“The look 


throughout the years, but the 


has changed 
people that give Herky life have 
always kept their identity sepa- 
rate from Herky,” Primas said. 


“To see how it has been passed 
on as just Herky to whenever 
that era thought Herky was, it’s 
been awesome.” 

Upon meeting Herky, Primas 
— who has been the mascot’s 
supervisor for the last 11 years 
— said he knew he needed an 
upgrade and gave him the look 
he has today. 

Thanks to Primas and the 
athletic department, Herky was 
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1960s 





PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 


Sacramento State has been represented by Herky the Hornet for 70 years since it beat out the elk mascot proposal on Dec. 5, 1947. Herky, left, underwent a redesign in 1985. Herky, 


center, is portrayed by Kathy Ryan with Sac State cheerleaders, from left to right, Tom Pucci, Marcia Hock and Gary Prawdzik in the 1967-68 academic year. The early 1960s iteration of 
the mascot, right, dances on campus. 





“The look has changed throughout the years, but the people that give Herky life have always kept their identity separate 
from Herky. To see how it has been passed on as just Herky to whenever that era thought Herky was, it’s been awesome.” 


- Adam Primas 


Sacramento State Athletics Director of Marketing and Promotion 





updated with green and gold 
colors to go along with bigger 
biceps and abs. 


‘The 


wears the Herky outfit, a male 


current person who 
student on Campus, is approach- 


ing six years in the hornet cos- 


tume. The previous iteration 
of Herky was a dancer who 
performed full-dance routines 
during football games and other 
campus events. 

While the current Herky isn’t 


as dance-enabled as the previ- 


ous one, Primas said he is more 
powertul. 

“Football games (are) the 
most fun because you kind of 
just run around (and) do whatev- 
er,’ Herky said on the condition 
of anonymity. “It’s always great 


when kids run up to you and give 
you hugs — you just melt every- 
body’s hearts.” 

‘There is no specific portrayal 
of what Herky is. The school’s 
mascot is whatever the students 
see in him. 


“I mean, Herky is kind of 
who you want him to be,” Herky 
said. “If there’s some way he can 
be represented in the represen- 
tation of the student body, don’t 
be afraid to think it — he’s for 
everybody.” 
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Sac State freshman wins 


WAC Pitcher of the Week 


Max Jacobs 
@maxjacobshornet 





Sacramento State freshman pitcher Park- 
er Brahms has had no problem fitting into the 
Hornets pitching rotation in his first year of 
collegiate baseball. 

Following Brahms’ start against Seattle 
University — where he pitched six shutout 
innings and picked up six strikeouts on only 
three hits allowed — he was named the West- 
ern Athletic Conference Pitcher of the Week 
for the period of April 17-23. In his last five 
starting appearances, he is 4-0 while holding 
a 0.82 ERA and striking out 23 batters. 

“I woke up that morning and had no 
clue,” Brahms said about discovering his 
pitching honor. “People started texting me, 
‘Congratulations on being the WAC Pitcher 
of the Week,’ and I was amazed.” 

Brahms, a native of ‘Topanga, California 
out of Calabasas High School, has worked 
his way into a spot on the weekend rotation 
in his first year with the Hornets. 

After his debut against Washington State 
on Feb. 19, he alternated wins and losses over 
his next four starts, followed by a loss against 
Northern Colorado on March 25 when he 
gave up a season-high four runs. 

After the Northern Colorado - start, 
Brahms’ (6-3, 2.49 ERA) run of success 
kicked into overdrive. Starting with a win on 
the road against Utah Valley on March 31, 
he returned home to grab a win in the second 
game of the series against Grand Canyon on 
April 8 after allowing one run over seven and 
two-thirds innings. 

Brahms’ next start against New Mexico 
State on April 15 was a no-decision when 
he conceded one run over seven innings and 
struck out seven, followed by another one- 
run outing over seven innings against CSU 
Bakersfield on April 29. 

Grand Canyon and New Mexico State 
were both undefeated in conference play pri- 
or to facing Brahms and were the only wins 
Sac State had in each of those three-game 
series. 

“It’s about keeping a positive mindset,” 
Brahms said about rebounding from the 
Northern Colorado loss to build his three- 
game winning streak. “I try to forget about 





losses and move on to my next start. It is all 
mental with me, focusing on the game I’m 
currently in.” 

Brahms’ success as a freshman may be 
considered unique to some, but even more so 
considering he played primarily as a position 
player before his senior year of high school. 

When Brahms played as a shortstop and 
third baseman, his high school coach Thom- 
as Cassidy Jr. recognized his potential on the 
mound and the asset he could be to the team. 

“We got him on the mound a bit in his 
Junior year — the summer after is when he 
spent most of his time there and his devel- 
opment really took off,” said Cassidy. “For a 
player to be performing the way he is now at 
the Division I level with the little amount of 
tume he spent on the mound in high school is 
truly impressive,” : 

Brahms is the youngest of four children, 
with his oldest sister being 19 years his senior. 
His mother Christina Brahms has made the 
387-mile drive from ‘Topanga to Sacramento 
four times to watch him start at John Smith 
Field. 

While she admitted the distance has been 
a struggle, his happiness and passion for Sac 
State has been present since his first visit on 
campus. 

“After meeting with (coach Reggie Chris- 
tiansen) we were in the parking lot, and Park- 
er told me that he wanted to go back to them 
and tell them he (wanted) to go here,” Chris- 
tina said. “As a mother I told him he needed 
to think about his decision first. It didn’t take 
him long before he called (Christiansen) and 
said he wanted to be a Hornet.” 

Christina said she thinks about her son 
when she hears the song “Humble and 
Kind” by Tim McGraw. Those adjectives are 
echoed by his coaches and peers, who claim 
his humility is a direct contributor to his lead- 
ership skills as an athlete. 

“Parker has always been a great team- 
mate,” Cassidy said. “His sophomore year he 
was always quiet and did what he was sup- 
posed to do, but part of his maturation and 
development was developing a voice and be- 
ing a team leader.” 

Despite his accolades, Brahms’ focus re- 
mains on playing toward the Big West Tour- 
nament and the entire team meeting its full 
potential. 
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BROOKSHIRE’S HOME RUN TOTAL TIED 
FOR 61H PLACE IN PROGRAM HISTORY 


Noah Alvarez 
@SuperNoVa_57 





Freshman outfielder Suzy Brookshire hit 
her first collegiate home run on Feb. 25 — 
two months later, she bashed her way into 
the softball history books after hitting her 
13th home run of the season. 

Brookshire, a true freshman from San 
Benito. High School, hit two home runs 
during the Sacramento State softball team’s 
13-11 win over Southern Utah on April 22 
to tie and then set a new program record for 
most home runs in a single season by a Hor- 
net player. 

“Tt has been a little journey,” Brookshire 
said as she reminisced about her first-ever 
collegiate game on Feb. 9. “Oh my god, I 
was super nervous, especially when I found 
out (Sac State coach Lori Perez) had me 
batting three. I ended up going (0-for-4) that 
game but it was a good icebreaker for me.” 

‘To put Brookshire’s numbers in perspec- 
tive, her 13 home runs tie for sixth place all- 
time in Sac State program history. This total 
is also tied for 23rd in the entire nation this 
season and leads the Big Sky Conference as 
of press time. 

Coming out of high school, the Hornets 
coaching staff knew that Brookshire — who 
leads the team with a .363 batting average 
and a .719 slugging percentage — could 
have an impact on the team even in her first 
collegiate season. 

Perez said that she was impressed with 
the entire freshman class that was brought in 
last year, but mentioned Brookshire on the 
top of her list due to her ability to change the 
game with one swing. 

“T am not surprised by any of her num- 
bers this season,” Perez said. “What stood 
out the most watching her in high school was 
her ability to knock the ball out of the park 
consistently.” 

Before her first collegiate season had 
started at Sac State, Brookshire was asked to 
learn a new position — outfielder. 

“J am learning as I go along,” Brookshire 
said after mentioning that she competed 
mostly as a catcher and a third baseman 
in high school. “The weekend we played 


Southern Utah I had a moment where I ac- 
tually felt like an outfielder for the first time. 
I was chasing a fly ball and I dove without 
knowing I dove, I didn’t make the catch but 
it was a good sign that it was just a natural 
reaction.” 

Perez commended Brookshire’s commit- 
ment at practice to learning her new posi- 
tion, which she has made 36 starts at this 
season, and described it as an easy transition. 

“Suzy wants to be challenged at practic- 
es,” Perez said. “She is a student of the game 
and comes ready to work and learn each 
day.” 

Despite Brookshire’s youth, her fellow 
outfield teammate senior Shelby Johnston 
said that Brookshire plays with a lot more 
maturity than most freshmen players. 

“Suzy’s knowledge (of) the game, espe- 
cially at the plate, is what’s so surprising,” 
Johnston said. “Honestly, I don’t even see 
her as a freshman when it comes to hitting.” 

At the plate, Brookshire said she not only 
wants to improve her own game but help her 
teammates improve as the Big Sky ‘Tourna- 
ment approaches May I 1. 

“As a team we need to consistently make 
adjustments at the plate day to day, pitch to 
pitch,” Brookshire said. “We can’t let the 
pressure of the game get to our head.” 

Senior starting first baseman Jessica 
Ravetti praised Brookshire’s ability at the 
plate and said she wishes to be more like her 
during at-bats. 

“She has this calm presence in the box 
that most of us, even myself admire,” Ravet- 
ti said. “She is a power hitter who is hitting 
first in our lineup so she definitely changes 
up the previous ideas of softball.” 

With regular season not over yet, Brook- 
shire has the opportunity to extend the sin- 
gle-season home run record, but she said 
that is in the back of her mind with three 
important conference games against Port- 
land State starting Fniday. 

“T’m extremely glad I was able to break 
(the) previous home run record,” Brookshire 
said. “But softball is a collaborative team 
sport so I am focused on doing whatever it 
takes for my teammates going into our final 
weekend.” 


SOFTBALL , 


Slugger shatters single-season home run record 
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Sacramento State freshman Suzy Brookshire holds the school record for mosthome runsina 
single season after hitting her 13th on April 22. Brookshire leads the team with a .363 batting 
average and a ./19 slugging percentage. 
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Sac State prepares 
to host Big Sky 











Championships 


CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT 
COMES TO HORNET STADIUM 
FOR FIRST TIME SINCE 2011 


Andre Newell 
@andre_newell24 





As the Sacramento State men’s 
and women’s track and field teams 
near the end of the regular out- 
door season, the squads prepare to 
compete in the Big Sky Champi- 
onships on May 10. 

For the first time since 2011, 
the Hornets will be hosting the 
Big Sky Championships at Hor- 
net Stadium. Sac State Director 
of ‘Track and Field Jeff Magley 
said that the team is thrilled to 
have the conference tournament 
in Sacramento, which will offer 
“good weather” and a home-field 
advantage. 

“It’s an honor ... for our stu- 
dent-athletes to represent on 
the home track in front of their 
colleagues, friends, family, class- 
mates,” Magley said. “To show- 
case our facilities and welcome | | 
other teams from around the coun- 
try — it’s a great opportunity.” 

Sac State will also be hosting 
the Open Saturday at Hornet 
Stadium to prepare for Big Sky 
competition. 

“Our home meet will be a low- 
key meet,” Magley said. “That is a 
meet where we will be doing a lit- 
tle bit of fine tuning versus a meet 
that we hit really hard and heavy. 
We're going to have some of our 
athletes resting and not competing 


in the meet at all.” 

Among those resting will be ju- 
nior and Big Sky Men’s Field Ath- 
lete of the Week (April 24) Dari- 
us Armstead. Armstead —- who 
broke the program outdoor tri- 
ple-jump record in the Causeway 
Classic on April 21 with a mark 
of 53-01.50 — said that everyone 
on the tearn is peaking at the right 
time. 

“We feel really good going into 
the Big Sky Championships,” 
Armstead said after placing the 
eighth best triple-jump distance in 
the nation. “They have us ranked 
fourth (in the Big Sky rankings), so 
we feel like the underdogs, but we 
know we can take that first-place 
spot. Everyone has to be on their 
A-game.” 

The men’s triple jump squad 
— which consists of Armstead, 
freshman Jah Strange, — senior 
Gathunga Ndirangu and junior 
Mohamed Abdullah — is ranked 
second in the NCAA behind Ne- 
braska (61.72 meters) with an av- 
erage mark of 61.40 meters. 

“It feels great to put Sac State 
on the map,” Armstead said. “The 
crazy part about it is a lot of my 
boys haven’t even jumped (to) their 
full potential yet, so we'll probably 
be first (in the nation) once they 
do.” 

Other runners approaching 
the end of their collegiate careers 
are looking to make as much of 
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Sacramento State freshman Artearra Coffey, left, and senior Kristen Robinson, right, run in the women’s 
100-meter hurdle race in the Mondo Team Challenge on April 1 at Hornet Stadium. 


an impact as they can before they 
graduate. 

“I feel strong going into the 
end of my final outdoor sea- 
son, senior distance runner Ha- 
ley Heinemann said. “TJ still have 
more to offer, I can still run faster. 
The list of my (personal records) is 
not a closed book yet, so I am ex- 
cited to see how fast I can run and 
potentially make a school record.” 

Heinemann has set two per- 
sonal bests this outdoor season 
in both the 1,500 meter race 
(4:40.26) and the 5,000 meter 
race (17:49.04). She also moved 
into second place in school history 
for the steeplechase with a time of 
10:32.93. 

Freshman distance runner Eli- 
jah Congo said he has had high 
expectations for himself in his first 
collegiate outdoor season and ex- 
pressed excitement in competing 
in his first Big Sky Championships 
despite being ranked 14th in his 
event. 

“I’m stoked about it because I 
am coming in as the underdog,” 
he said. “If I don’t get any points, 
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Sacramento State junior Darius Armstead jumps over the bar during the 
men’s high jump at the 12th annual Causeway Classic at Toomey Field. 


then nothing happens, but if I do 
get points it’s going to be crazy 
because all of my teammates be- 
leve in me saying, “You’re going to 
come through and be big for us.’ 
They see something in me that I 
see in myself, but they bring it out 
of me more.” 

Though a lawsuit is has been 
brought by the California State 


University Board of Trustees 
against the manufacturers of the 
tracks at Hornet Stadium, Mon- 
doUSA, due to their appearance 
and performance, there has been 
no word indicating that the lawsuit 
wil affect Sac State’s hosting du- 
ties. The Hornets are set to return 
to Hornet Stadium Saturday for 
the Sacramento State Open. 
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Parents’ cancer drives Big Sky Golfer of the Year 
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BEVERLY WINS BIG SKY’S HIGHEST HONOR FOR SECOND-STRAIGHT SEASON 


Thomas Frey 
@ ThomasFreyRP 


Just before his sophomore sea- 
son was about to begin, it ended 
for the now-two-time Big Sky 
Conference Golfer of the Year as 
he learned that both of his par- 
ents had cancer. 

Sacramento State men’s golf 
senior.“Aaron Beverly said it be- 
came ‘hard to focus on school, 
friends or even his beloved: pas- 
time of golf after his father and 
mother were diagnosed with pros- 
tate and breast cancer, respec- 
tively. Beverly, 22, credits his golf 
accomplishments to. his father, 
Ronald Beverly, who taught him 
how to play and is still his coach. 

Beverly decided to visit then- 
Sac State coach Christopher Hall 
and said that he didn’t think he 
could concentrate on the game 
after his parents diagnoses, so he 
took a redshirt year in the 2013- 
14 season. 

“It helped me put life in per- 
spective and not dwell on golf as 
much as | had in the past,” Bever- 
ly said. “It definitely helped me to 
redshirt a year.” 

By the time his redshirt season 
ended, his mother’s breast cancer 
and his father’s prostate cancer 
were both in remission. 

“It was difficult for him,” said 
Kim Harris, Beverly’s mother. 
“He was supportive of both of 
us and he stepped back and took 
a break. I think it helped him to 
realize that life is precious and that 
you have to follow your dreams 
because you don’t know what is 
going to happen.” 

The pair now come to every 
tournament that Beverly partici- 
pates in for Sac State. They had 
nearly done that his whole life al- 
ready, not just in golf, but in ballet. 

Beverly, who didn’t seriously 
participate in golf until he was 
13, had been in dancing nearly his 
whole life up to that point and said 
he was slightly better at ballet. 

Beverly said he takes the bal- 


ance, patience and discipline from 
ballet with him to the golf course, 
especially in his form when he 
putts, where he can see his mother 
and father watching from the end 
of every green. 

The redshirt year put a new 
spin on Beverly’s life as he went out 
to accomplish the goals he had set 
for himself when he first entered 
Sac State out of Armio High 
School in Fairfield, California. 

The goals were simple — win 
everything. Beverly and his father 
watched 14-time Major winner 
Tiger Woods from when. Beverly 
was 4 years old, and he took after 
Woods’ confident demeanor. 

“When I came in as a fresh- 
man, a goal of mine was to be 
the best player on our team and 
the best player in the conference,” 
Beverly said. “I am a very compet- 
itive person — I love winning.” 

After finishing in the top 25 
of a tournament just once during 
his freshman year, Beverly tied for 
first in the Folino Invitational (Feb. 
16-17) and had four top-10 finish- 


es on his way to being named hon- 
orable mention all-Big Sky as a 
sophomore in the 2014-15 season. 

Beverly then won the Sacra- 
mento State Invitational (March 
7-8), set a school record with an 
average score of 71.83 per round, 
won the Big Sky Golfer of the 
Year award (2015-16) and qual- 
ified for an NCAA Regional in 
Tucson, Arizona during his junior 
campaign. 

While he qualified individually, 
Beverly said he would have liked 
to qualify as a team. The Hornets 
would have needed to win the Big 
Sky Championships to advance as 
a team, and they came within 18 
holes of doing that before finish- 
ing in second. 

“When I got back last year from 
the regional, I told our guys that 
we have to go as a team,” Bever- 
ly said. “Seeing teams having fun 
like Oregon, while I am there by 
myself —— there’s no comparison.” 

This season, Beverly has tak- 
en inspiration from former play- 
ers who taught him, like Jordan 
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Sacramento State senior Aaron Beverly was named the Big Sky Men's Golfer of the Year for the second-straight year in the 2016-17 season. Beverly 
led the Hornets to their first Big Sky Championship victory as a team since 1997. 


Weir and Owen Taylor, and is 
passing that down to younger 
players and transfers such as soph- 
omore Landon Azevedo, fresh- 
man Devyn Fitchhorn and junior 
transfer Wonje Choi to help them 
get accustomed to playing at Sac 
State. 

“J think he is a pretty good 
leader on and off the golf course,” 
Choi said. “Off the golf course we 
hang out a lot.” 

As a senior, Beverly has shot 
nearly a stroke below his re- 
cord-setting junior season and 


-won the Big Sky Golfer of the 


Year award again on April 25. 

“It is just a validation for me 
of lots of hard work and practice 
during the summer and offsea- 


son,” Beverly said. “Pm very hum- © 


bled and honored to win it twice.” 
In order to cut his score and 
win that award again, he worked 
nearly every day during the off- 
season on all aspects of his game. 
Doing that helped him with what 
he calls one of the most important 
parts of golf: the mental game. 


Beverly has now cut an average 
of three strokes off of his opening 
round score. 

“It has impressed me,” Sac 
State coach Kamden Brakel said. 
“He has been able to control his 
game and work on little things to 
do better. It has taken a lot of dis- 
cipline and a lot of hard work.” 

' This season, Beverly led the 
Hornets to their first Big Sky 
Championship victory as a team 
Sunday since 1997. Beverly also 
won the tournament and picked 
up his first win of the season. 

“The feeling is surreal,” Bev- 
erly said. “I couldn’t be happier 
for Kamden and everyone on 


5 


the team, especially Robert and’ 


Landon because they were here 
last year when we lost on the final 
day, so to come back the follow- 
ing year and win is extra special 
for the three of us. Individually, to 
win feels great. I had been so close 
throughout this year and to finally 
pull one out is fantastic.” 
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Senior choreographers close 


out 2016-17 productions with 
farewell dance concert 
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Sacramento State will end its 2016-17 school 
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“Escaping Sentiments.” which will be per- — tribute to the 25th anniversary Sma renal 
lormed in Solano Hall room 1010 from May  to/Black Art of Dance. 
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seven senior students choreographing separate = miliar with dance,” Forbes said. “We have LO 
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be content with what we put on stage.” 
Mifth-vear senior William) Freeland. who 


Greline Guevarra. a sccond-vear student 
jomed the Program over Wo years ago, is one 


and a backstage crew member. said the show is 
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rather than faculty members, 
Freeland said he is comfortable with his ma- The programs will end with special guest 
jor since he had prior experience performing — performer Lu-Hui Chua. who has had naraben 
ema high school’s hip-hop team. 


years of professional training in various dance 
“My piece is morphed throughout the cre- — eenres. 
auve process (with) an enerey of punk rock.” “Her experiences have been in both in bal- 
let modern and butoh, which started In Japan 
in the late 1950s 


Freeland said. “It's sightly political about 

privilege. Evervone in the picee ts dressed how a time where American- 

punk would personily itself on stage.” ization was westernizing the culture in |Fateraes 
The student « horcographers said they start- — post World War II.” Forbes said. 

ed preparing for their presentation more than 

a month ago. For some. the performance will 

be their last time onstage at Sac State. 
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Justin Ramm-Damron, left, and Tatiana Grabcuic, right, act out a scene in ‘Tartuffe.’ The 


opera will be performed in the University Theatre in Shasta Hall starting May 5 at 8 p.m. 


The ‘Olympics of opera’ 


Andre Newell 


@andrenewell_ 24 





Members of the Sacramento State Opera 
Theatre company will be performing “Tar- 
tuffe” on the University Theatre’s main stage 
starting Friday. 

Based on Moliere’s comedy that was 
written in France in 1664, the production 1s 
a modern comic opera about’a pious fraud 
who has made himself an unwelcome guest 
in a family’s household. 

The nine-member opera will be direct- 
ed by Sac State opera director Omari ‘Tau, 
who said the three-act comedic opera will be 
treated like a staged concert. ‘The students 
will be performing in costumes with wigs and 
makeup and have been working on the opera 
since the end of last semester, Tau said. 

Tau said that this opera is particularly dif- 
ficult, calling it the “Olympics of opera.” 

Senior Walter Aldrich, who will play the 
lead role of ‘Tartuffe, said that preparing for 
the upcoming performance is exciting but 
nerve-racking. 

“We’re rehearsing every night for several 
hours a day,” Aldrich said. “But opera pro- 
ductions are very fun — we get to sing a lot 
of music (with) a lot of fantastic voices. 

Aldrich spoke about his character, ‘Tar- 
tuffle, who is the villain of the play. 

“He’s infiltrated this man’s home pretend- 
ing to be a saint who (is) hoping to lead the 
entire the family to God, but instead he’s try- 


ing to swindle a man of his home and steal 
his wife,” Aldrich said. “He’s this really shad- 
owy, multi-layered character, which is very 
different from myself.” 

Orgon, the wealthy Parisian whose home 
‘Tartuffe has infiltrated, will be played by 
sophomore Justin Ramm-Damron. 

“It’s definitely different from what I am 
used to because I am a very quiet-spoken 
person,’ Ramm-Damron said. “Orgon 1s 
very passionate — he goes through moments 
of love and emotion for ‘Tartuffe but he also 
goes through random fits of rage.” 

With the performance drawing near, 
‘Tau said that rehearsals are getting lively yet 
stressful. 

“Since this is a collegiate course, this (is) 
like the final exam for the students,” ‘Tau 
said. “They have been working the entire se- 
mester for their final and they'll have to do it 
in front of hundreds of people.” 

Ramm-Damron said that while he feels 
pressure, he doesn’t feel uncomfortable. 

“T really want to be able to prove my- 
self, so there is a lot of pressure on me, but 
in a way that’s what makes it so exciting,” 
Ramm-Damron said. 

Tartuffe will be performed on May 5 and 
6 at 8 p.m. and May 7 at 2 p.m. on the Uni- 
versity Theatre’s Main Stage in Shasta Hall. 


WHEN: May 5-7 


WHERE: University Theatre 
PRICE: $8-$15 
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Editorial: Stop the parking ‘nightmare’ 


Next school year, Sacramen- 
to State’s historically problemat- 
ic parking is going to become a 
“nightmare,” according to Presi- 
dent Robert Nelsen. | 

The cause is the confluence of 
several campus construction proj- 
ects, which are projected to block 
or close about 1,200 of the school’s 
parking spaces. 

The university shouldn’t be 
closing so many spaces on a cam- 
pus where the parking situation is 
already awful (what’s temporary 
to the school is permanent to stu- 
dents who are only here for a few 
years), and the proposed solution 
lacks creativity while posing new 
problems. 

In an attempt to offset the effect 
of the closures, Sac State has been 
trying to get everyone enthused 
about the parking opportunities 
available at Ramona Lot — a 
mile-and-a-half south of Hornet 
Stadium. 

For only $87 a semester, you 
can park at Ramona Lot and wait 
for a shuttle to take you to the main 
campus. 

If you can’t get back to the lot 
by 8 p.m., no problem. For now, 
you can just call the campus police 
to unlock the gate if your car gets 
stuck there after-hours. 

Sac State has tried to push stu- 
dents to use Ramona Lot for sever- 
al years now — and when students 
don’t oblige, the distant outpost 
closes after the first few weeks of 
courses. 

The school’s remedy for the 
unpopularity of Ramona Lot is to 
limit the number of regular park- 
ing decals that will be sold each 
semester. 

But even if more students use 
Ramona Lot in the fall, it is an 
embarrassing attempt at a solution 
that we predict will backfire. 

Instead of a thousand more 
students factoring in shuttle trips 
to their already hectic schedules 
— if the past is any indication — 
students will turn to more illegal 
parking both on and off campus. 

And the Home Depot across 


Over 1,200 parking spaces will be closed beginning in the fall semester due to various on-cam 
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Pus construction projects. During the closure, parking 
predicting a parking ‘nightmare.’ 





“While some students and faculty may be averse to Friday and weekend cours- 
es, enough — especially those who work during the week — may like the idea of tak- 
ing them and thus free up parking spaces when they are most needed.” 
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from Folsom Hall, among other 
local businesses, will probably be 
none too happy about even more 
Sac State students using their park- 
ing lots. 

If Ramona Lot is an example 
of a solution that doesn’t take the 
realities of student life into consid- 
eration, what should the school do 
to wake us all up from the parking 
nightmare? 

First, there’s the obvious answer 
of not scheduling so many con- 
struction projects at once. 

If it’s too late for that, the school 
could better utilize the spots avail- 
able by spacing out classes, which 


could have the effect of leaving 
more’ spaces open during peak 
weekday hours. 

In his first address to the cam- 
pus in 2015, Nelsen said that the 
school had to be more responsible 
with its spaces. 

“We have to be willing to use 
the entire campus and the entire 
week — even Fridays (and) week- 
ends,” Nelsen said. 

While some students and fac- 
ulty may be averse to Friday and 
weekend courses, enough — espe- 
cially those who work during the 
week — may like the idea of tak- 
ing them and thus free up parking 


spaces when they are most needed. 

If the school is slow to fix the 
parking apocalypse, there are 
things students can do. 

Order your fall 2017 parking 
pass early. 

But if that doesn’t work, those 
trying to avoid the fate of Ramo- 
na Lot or the risks of illegal park- 
ing do have another trick up their 
sleeves. 

As a Sac State student, you can 
use Sacramento Regional Transit 
free of charge with a commuter 
sleeve. 

If you live nearby a light rail 
station, walk or park there for $1 


a day or $15 a month, take the 
train (which comes every 15 min- 
utes during the day) to the Univer- 
sity-65th Street stop and walk 0.3 
miles to campus, which begins at 
the sign that reads “CSUS” above 
a walkway at the intersection of 
Elvas and 65th Street. 

Certainly this solution is less 
convenient than hopping in your 
car and driving to campus, but it 
also drops you off closer to cam- 
pus and with more money in your 
pocket than if you buy a Ramona 
Lot decal. 

If only 


the administration 


would be so creative. 
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Opinion: Prioritize the neglected art lab - 


Rin Carbin 
@ss- horo 


Last semester, Sacramento State 
President Robert Nelsen praised 
Science II in a faculty senate meet- 
ing, saying that it would remedy 
the long-ignored and underfunded 
tragedies that are the current chem- 
istry and biology programs. 

He joked that students would 
no longer have to use periodic ta- 
bles that belonged in museums and 
that students could finally be in the 
21st century with modern scientific 
technology. 

The truth is, if the $91 mulhon 
to be spent on Science II was real- 
ly to go toward modernization, it 
would have gone toward the elusive 
Art Sculpture Lab — 


decrepit nightmare unknown to ev- 


an isolated, 


eryone but the art students. 
For those unfamiliar with the Art 
Sculpture Lab, it’s next to the po- 
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lice department, all the way in one 
of the only parking lots with open 
spaces past 10 a.m. | 

But its distance from all the oth- 
er halls on campus isn’t the only 
problem with the Art Sculpture Lab 
— the lab itself is in disrepair. 

A building closely resemblmg 
a long warehouse, it is desperately 
in need of renovations to support 
the dedicated art students who toil 
early in the morning and late into 
the night to bring culture to a cam- 
pus where every hall — except for 
two different walls in two halls — 1s 
painted like a solid, off-white prison 
complex. 

The Art Sculpture Lab has an 
unwelcoming appearance, with an 
atmosphere only slightly fixed by 
numerous art sculptures and paint- 
ings, music over the speakers and 
students at work. 

The outside of the Art Sculpture 
Lab also leaves much to be desired, 
with its rusty, warehouse-looking 
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outer appearance. 

Such an appearance is a stark 
contrast to the mural located in 
Kadema Hall, the other part of the 
art department, and a contradic- 
tion to the spirit of art. 

Functionally, the Art Sculpture 
Lab is a tragedy. ‘The ventilation, 
quite frankly, sucks. It’s deathly cold 
in the morning and the smell of 
trapped paint fumes and a strange 
sort of dust will make any unsus- 
pecting newcomer duck out. of 
the building. The only time there’s 
noticeable ventilation is when rain 
leaks through the ceiling, 

Among the entire expanse of 
the warehouse, there are only three 
toilets. One women’s, one men’s 
and one in a hallway that can pre- 
sumably be used by any brave soul 
who doesn’t mind having two open 
doors and students passing through. 
It figures then that the toilet in the 
hallway is also the only one that isn’t 
stained. 
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If you need drinking water while 
in the Art Sculpture Lab, the fau- 
cets and fountains won’t be of any 
help and you’re a good five-minute 
walk from the University Union. 
Thankfully, the kind professors who 
instruct in the Art Sculpture Lab 
buy packs of bottled water for their 
students. 

A natural sciences student might 
say, “Well, what’s it to me? STEM 
is the future and STEM is what 
needs the money more,” to which 
I'll kindly remind such a student 
that STEM and art are not mutu- 
ally exclusive. 

Who do you think draws the 
diagrams and figures in your text- 
books? Who creates the visual aids 
in the journals you’re made to read? 

Art is more than a hobby — it 
is one of the most ancient and suc- 
cessful: methods of communication 
and teaching. 

And what better way to com- 
municate or teach a developing and 


Get Ahead This Summer! 


complex subject as the sciences? 

So it can be reasoned that stu- 
dents in scientific fields should learn 
art along with their main studies. I 
know, it’s an additional class to pro- 
grams that already take upward of 
five years to complete — but the 
benefits to all far outweigh a three- 
unit class. 

Visual representation for teach- 
ing aids and communicating sci- 
entific findings are critical — art 
should be taught alongside the 
sciences. 

And Sac State can lead in this 
new type of education if it stops 
pushing art into the disaster of an 
educational lab that is contrary to 
everything Sac State wants to be. 

In short, instead of Science II, 
we should have had Art Il — an 
artful, creative building that every- 
one drives past and admires, and 
that not only raises the.standard of 
life on campus, but raises Sac State 
into the modern age. 





Take general education classes 
or course prerequisites at 
Solano Community College 


Registration begins May 4 
www.solano.edu 
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Who Are We... 


In the world of changes, over the past year, 3 beautiful 
communities have been transformed into the MASTERPIECE known as 
University River Village. We have moved away from the traditional 
concept to become high-end apartments for students providing 
more amenities. The increasing demand for students not just 
looking for the close proximity to the university, but also a 
community of friends and state of the art amenities has become our 
number one goal in creating URV. 

From the moment, you walk through the front door you will 
understand why University River Village is Reinventing the Student 
Lifestyle! 

Our off-campus student housing community offers an unparalleled 
way of life that Sac State Hornets deserve. University River Village is 
located steps away from everything Sac State has to offer. Located 
on the west side of the campus, University River Village is across 
the street from a local shopping center, close to several freeway 
ramps and along the public transportation route to the campus. 


RIVER VILLAGE 


As the premier location to the university we provide cutting 
edge amenities, incorporating green energy efficiencies and 
drought resistant landscaping, all with an award-winning staff 
committed to bringing our residents the highest standard of 
living. 

At University River Village, you will have exclusive access to 
lavish community amenities and features unlike anything you 
have seen in student housing rentals before. Come see why 
University River Village is the most talked about apartment 
community near Sac State. 


We are Committed 
Students come First 


It's Magical WHY URV? Dream Big 
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